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Certified Collectibles Group 
Forms Strategic Alliance in 
Taiwan 


Posted on 4/7/2009 

The new partnership with iAsure Group and the Taipei Numismatic Society (TNS) 
is expected to increase CCG certification and conservation in the critical 
Southeast Asia coin and currency markets. 

[Taipei, Taiwan] — Certified Collectibles Group (CCG) has formed an exclusive 
partnership with iAsure Group and the Taipei Numismatic Society (TNS) to 
operate a coin and currency submission center in Taiwan. Key in this alliance is 
the expected growth of CCG certification and conservation in the critical 
Southeast Asia coin and currency markets. Collectors and dealers in the Taiwan 
region will realize increased efficiencies via a pre-screening service with the 
capability to expedite shipments of numismatic collectibles to CCG in the USA. 

"We're very proud to partner with TNS and iAsure, market leaders in Southeast 
Asia, to make CCG's services more accessible than ever before. CCG is 
committed to expanding our business into the Asian market and this further 
solidifies our leadership position in Southeast Asia. This new submission center 
provides collectors safe and secure handling of their coins as well the benefit of 
our guarantee and certification expertise which is preferred worldwide," comments 
Steven R. Eichenbaum, CCG Chief Executive Officer. 

CCG, through its member organizations, provides industry-leading grading and 
conservation services for the collectibles market. Among those working under the 
banner of CCG to build confidence in the collectible markets is Numismatic 
Guaranty Corporation (NGC), the leading coin certification company having 
graded more than 16 million coins. Additionally, Numismatic Conservation 
Services (NCS), the only professional agency devoted to the conservation of 
coins and medals, and Paper Money Guaranty (PMG), the leading currency 



certification company, will add their trusted names to this exciting partnership. 


TNS is the oldest 
and most active 
numismatic 
association in 
Taiwan. Established 
in 1978, the principle 
objective of TNS is 
to develop cultural 
research in Chinese 
numismatics to build 
and support the 
continual growth of 
the Asian coin 
market. TNS is an 
active publisher of 
coin journals and 

newsletters as well as the host of numerous trade seminars and exhibitions. 
Having received the highly regarded approval of Taiwan's Ministry of Finance, 
members of TNS include prominent collectors and dealers. Currently, the 
Society’s president is Mr. Chou Chien Fu. 

iAsure Group is a leading company in technology services and collectible 
auctions. Among its many subsidiaries, iAsure operates Champion Hong Kong 
Auction, a leading coin and currency auction house in Hong Kong, and the 
Journal of East Asia Numismatics website (JEAN), www.dongya.info, a 
numismatic research website. From 2001 to 2005, iAsure held a series of eBay 
co-brand, online numismatic auctions in Hong Kong, Singapore, Taiwan, and 
China. The first eBay Preferred Service Partner (PSP) in Asia, iAsure collaborated 
with the Internet auction powerhouse on over 30 technology and marketing 
projects in Asia. Expanding its online presence in 2006, iAsure teamed up with 
Beijing Chenxuan Auctions and eBay Eachnet to host the first eBay Live Auction 
in China. The following year, Champion Hong Kong Auction brought the eBay Live 
Auction platform to Hong Kong, successfully attaining record prices in six 
auctions. 

Collectors of Chinese coinage have shown a preference for NGC-certified coins 
due to its guarantee of authenticity. Should a coin that it has certified not meet 
standards considered genuine, NGC will provide a money-back guarantee. This 
professional assurance adds trade credibility by removing significant risks for 


TNS iAsure 

raiwanSut mission jienter 


T'S 


Press conference in Taipei, March 29, 2009. From left to right: Michael Chou, iAssure 
Founder and CEO, Chou Chien Fu, TNS President, and Steven Eichenbaum, CCG 

Chief Executive Officer. 








collectors as well as increasing buyer confidence. 


Certified Collectibles Group member companies are independent and third-party 
to the marketplace. Adhering to strict CCG rules, members do not engage in the 
commercial buying and selling of collectibles. Numismatic member companies 
NGC, NCS and PMG operate from CCG headquarters in Sarasota, Florida, USA. 
For more information, contact CCG at 941.360.3994 or online at 
www.collectiblesgroup.com. 
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Enhanced Certification 
Verification with Coin Images 
Now Available 


Posted on 4/2/2009 

A new tool to verify NGC certification information is now available as a free 
resource on NGC’s Web site. 


NGC has introduced a new tool on its website to 
verify the certification information of all NGC- 
certified coins. When available, enlargeable 
images of both sides of the encapsulated coin are 
shown alongside information from the NGC 
certification database. The NGC database 
includes a complete record of coins graded by 
NGC since it began operations in 1987. 

Concurrent with the release of its newest 
generation holder in October 2008, NGC began a 
comprehensive coin imaging project, 
photographing coins after encapsulation by NGC. The primary purpose of these 
security images is to deter tampering with, counterfeiting, or otherwise 
manipulating an NGC holder. Today the image archive accessible through this tool 
includes pictures of nearly 1,000,000 NGC-certified coins. 

The certification verification tool is available at no charge to NGC Collectors 
Society members of all levels and to NGC Authorized Dealers. It can be found on 
NGC’s website, www.NGCcoin.com, under the ‘NGC Research’ heading of the 
main navigation menu by selecting the option labeled, ‘Verify Certification’ or by 
selecting the ‘Verify Certification’ option on their respective member or dealer 
homepages. The tool itself is also very easy to use. Users are instructed simply to 
enter the certification number that appears on the label inside a coin’s holder. 



click image to view enlargement 

























Scott Schechter, NGC Vice President, Sales & Marketing, comments, “In 
combination with the enhanced security features of NGC’s newest holder, this 
online verification tool affords the highest level of protection against counterfeiting 
yet available to collectors and dealers. We believe that this is a meaningful step 
towards creating a more secure international marketplace for certified coins.” 

To achieve large scale image capture without having an impact on turnaround 
times and cost of services, NGC selected a technology platform created by 
Massachusetts-based Image Fortress. The implemented software also creates a 
unique fingerprint of every image that can be used to identify an alteration or 
modification to NGC’s images. 

Try the new NGC certification verification tool. [Login Required] 
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NGC Launches New Learning 
Resource 


Posted on 4/9/2009 

If you're looking to learn more about America's coinage, look no further than this 
collection of articles by David W. Lange, originally published in The Numismatist 
and now available on NGC's Web site. 

The dozens of articles which comprise "From One to Seventy" were written by 
NGC Research Director David W. Lange and originally ran in The Numismatist, 
the monthly journal of the American Numismatic Association. Dave has now 
updated them all for NGC's Web site. These studies of each and every USA coin 
type provide a technical and aesthetic review of the design's characteristics, and 
suggestions are included for locating ideal type coin examples. If you want to 
become more fully acquainted with America's coinage, these articles written by 
someone who has handled the full spectrum of federal coin types will be 
invaluable. NGC is pleased to bring this resource online. 

Visit the online Coin Grading Guide: From 1 to 70 today. 
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Market Down, Bargain Hunting 
Continues 


Posted on 4/15/2009 

NumisMedia takes a look at the down economy's effect on Classic Gold 
Commemoratives — and the figures might surprise you! Read more on these 
intriguing coins' current status and future projections. 

Classic Gold Commemorative coins, issued from 1903-1926, are one of the more 
fascinating series of coins issued by the US Mint. A set of all 13 coins would 
include nine gold dollars, two quarter eagles, and two $50 gold pieces. These 
coins can be very intriguing to collectors for their historical significance, honoring 
notable Americans and events. Commemorative coins are some of the most 
artistically designed coins the mint has ever created. They have a face value but 
were primarily struck for collectors and, in most cases, they have a very limited 
original mintage. The 1903 Louisiana Purchase, both the Jefferson and McKinley 
$1 Gold, had a mintage of 17,500 coins. All other Gold Commemoratives were 
minted in lower quantities with the exception of the 1926 Sesquicentennial $214, 
which initially was a rather large mintage of 46,019. This was the last of the 
Classic Gold Commemoratives minted until the 1984 Olympic $10 Gold, which 
signified the beginning of the Modern Commemorative era. 


In the past six months, we have seen a downturn in the overall coin market, after 
what we now know was an upward cycle that lasted at least six years. During 
every cycle in the past 40 years, there have been swings that caused some series 
to adjust back and forth. However, this six-year bull market saw very little 
backward drift. Now that the market has swung to the downside, some series 
declines seem to be, for the most part, an overreaction. Classic Gold 
Commemoratives may be just such a series. In January 2008, the FMV for the 13 
coins, including both $50 coins, was $579,880 in MS 66. Today, it is $508,780. In 
MS 65, the January 2008 FMV totaled $358,880 against today's FMV of 
$336,990. However, when you remove the $50 Pan Pacs from these totals, 



decreases are even more dramatic. The chart below shows a comparison of the 
11 coins that make up the set of Gold Commemoratives in MS 65 and MS 66. The 
MS 65 FMV in January 2008 was $61,190 and today it is $55,740. In MS 66, the 
FMV was $109,250, while today it is $96,280. 


MS65 Commems 

January 2008 

April 2009 

1903 LA Pur/ Jeff $1 

$2,700 

$2,500 

1903 LA Pur/ McKin $1 

$2,670 

$2,300 

1904 L&C Expo $1 

$11,140 

$9,250 

1905 L&C Expo $1 

$17,750 

$17,550 

1915S Pan Pac $1 

$2,090 

$1,820 

1915S Pan Pac $2'A 

$8,100 

$7,590 

1916 McKinley $1 

$2,190 

$1,690 

1917 McKinley $1 

$3,140 

$2,870 

1922 Grant $1 

$3,850 

$3,480 

1922 Grant w/ Star $1 

$3,710 

$3,650 

1926 Sesqui $214 

$3,850 

$3,040 


MS66 Commems 

January 2008 

April 2009 

1903 LA Pur/Jeff $1 

$3,610 

$3,210 

1903 LA Pur/McKin $1 

$3,680 

$2,730 

1904 L&C Expo $1 

$16,880 

$15,530 

1905 L&C Expo $1 

$32,060 

$29,030 

1915S Pan Pac$1 

$4,220 

$3,310 

1915S Pan Pac $2 Vi 

$10,560 

$8,650 

1916 McKinley $1 

$3,040 

$2,700 

1917 McKinley $1 

$4,930 

$4,490 

1922 Grant $1 

$4,620 

$4,250 

1922 Grant w/ Star $1 

$4,520 

$4,490 

1926 Sesqui $214 

$21,130 

$17,890 


As you can see, the FMV for all 11 coins is lower today than at the beginning of 
2008. Some are considerably lower and even the spreads between the two 
grades are rather close in a couple of cases. The FMV for the 1903 Louisiana 
Purchase / McKinley $1 is $2,730 in MS 66 and in MS 65 it is $2,300. Typically, 
collector coins in the next higher grades are considerably higher. One factor that 
determines the tight spread is the number of certified coins in these grades. In 
general, as the grades tend toward the highest level, the number of coins certified 
becomes noticeably fewer than the previous grade. However, in this case, the 
number of coins certified by NGC and PCGS in MS 65 and MS 66 is 881 and 755, 
respectively. Since these totals are so close, it stabilizes the FMV in close 
proximity as well. When these coins were hot, they typically brought over the 
current FMV. Now that they are in a downward cycle, they are consistently being 



discounted. When these turn around they will again command premiums to FMV. 
When dealers start stocking these for inventory, there is a good chance this series 
will reverse from the current trend. 

The most active areas of the market are bullion-related coins. Whether it is 
common US gold prior to the 1930s or the modern Gold and Platinum coins, this 
area is attracting today's collectors and investors. At the top of this list may be the 
2009 Ultra High Relief $20 Gold. The Mint began shipping them in March and they 
are now in the market. Uncertified coins are bringing $1,500-$1,600 wholesale. 
We have seen newly certified coins from NGC, Early Release MS 69, bringing 
$1,650 wholesale. The latest MS 70 Early Releases have traded in the $2,200 
range wholesale. As more coins hit the market these prices will adjust. However, it 
will take some time before we can get a solid picture of how many qualified for the 
special Early Release designation. 

This article is a guest article written by: 




misMedia 


MEMBER BENEFITS • NEWS 
• PRICE GUIDES • AUCTIONS 
The Dealer Trading Network WWW.nUnflisnfiedia.COrT! 


The thoughts and opinions in the piece are those of their author and are not 
necessarily the thoughts of the Certified Collectibles Group. 


Articles List 


NGC is the Official Grading Service of 


NGC is an Approved Grading Company of 


AMERICAN 

NUMISMATIC 

ASSOCIATION 


PNG 


ebay *“£™| catawiki View All > 


OOiO® 

SNCS SPMG SCGC SCCS’ BASG S 


COLLECTORS 

SOCIETY 




Careers Legal Privacy Policy Security Center Sitemap Terms Affiliates Contact 


© 2018 Numismatic Guaranty Corporation 


i§ United States 




u.uN(iC si 9 ni 

out Coin Grading NCS Conservation Submit News Resources 


'S' Mint Memories, Part One 

Posted on 4/15/2009 


This month, David W. Lange takes us through the first part of his comprehensive 
look at a personal favorite of his — issues of the San Francisco Mint. 

I've had a lifelong love affair with the San Francisco Mint, both its coins and its 
facilities having played significant roles in my numismatic life. I was born in the 
year that the mint was downgraded to mere assay office status, and the recent 
50th anniversaries of both events provided the occasion for a bit of reflection. 


A native of San Francisco, I lived nearby well into 
adulthood. In fact, I remained in the area until being 
recruited by NGC in 1994. Coins from that mint were 
always circulating, though far fewer after the 1968-74 
production began to get scarce around 1980. 

Discovering the coin hobby at the age of six or seven, 
my one-volume library soon taught me that minting had 
ended at San Francisco in 1955. This didn't matter to 
me, because silver was still circulating, and many 'S' 

Mint coins were yet to be found in my parents' pocket 
change. Even so close to the source these formed a 
minority of the total circulating coinage, but I always had more difficulty filling the 
'D' Mint holes in my folders, especially for dates before 1950. 

I'd been collecting a year or two when the clad coinage appeared without warning 
(not receiving coin periodicals nor belonging to a coin club, my childhood 
ignorance of the numismatic world was epic). Silver coins remained in circulation 
until 1968-69, when they seemed to nearly disappear within a year's time. Only 
the most common 'P' and 'D' issues were still seen at that point. Wheat cents 
were not hoarded until well into the 1970s, so I still found plenty of 'S' Mint cents 
and nickels from the 1940s and '50s, but earlier issues were seldom encountered. 
To these, however, were added in 1968 brand new 'S' Mint cents and nickels, 










which likewise caught me unaware. 


I never found anything truly rare in circulation, but even slightly scarce coins were 
exciting discoveries to a coin-crazy child. Highlights of my early collecting days 
included 1918-S and 1920-S Buffalo nickels found so worn that a great deal of 
study was required to make out the dates. The first of these was retrieved from 
the receipts of my grade school's daily milk route. (Do kids still push milk carts 
from one classroom to the next?) At one point I had my entire fifth-grade class 
and my teacher attempting to make out whether the date was 1918 or 1928, since 
none of us had seen one in nice enough condition to know how the numerals 
appeared when new. Eventually it went into the 1918-S opening in my folder, and 
comparison with a much better one years later proved that choice to be correct. 

My best 'S' Mint silver coin find was a 1939-S dime. While today this would be 
considered just junk silver, worth more as bullion than as a collectible, it was an 
amazingly exciting moment for me at the time. When another kid at school stole it 
a few months later, this became just the first of many hard knocks, proving that 
numismatics is not for the faint of heart. 

I was about nine or 10 when I began buying the coins I lacked. Not familiar with 
actual coin shops until a year or two later, my first purchases were at F.W. 
Woolworth and The Emporium department store, both located in downtown San 
Francisco and both now gone from the scene. Until the bullion price explosion of 
1979-80 drove such operations out of existence, many retail stores leased space 
to coin and stamp dealers. These departments were usually staffed by career 
salespersons who had only the most rudimentary knowledge of numismatics. 
Knowing very little myself at the time, I nevertheless filled in my folders with the 
missing pieces, including precious 'S' Mint coins from the 1930s and earlier. The 
discovery of actual shops dedicated entirely to servicing coin collectors was a 
defining moment in my young life. The first was a really grungy operation in the 
nearby suburb of Daly City, and I took an immediate liking to a "BU" 1939-S half 
dollar offered there. Examination of the coin today would likely reveal it to be 
"AU," but that's a moot point, as my father wasn't about to let me give real money 
to such a lowlife. 

I soon found much nicer and more professional operations in both SF and its 
suburbs. As my knowledge and experience grew, so too did my ambitions as a 
collector. By my mid-teens I'd cashed in my heavily worn sets for their silver value 
and begun nicer collections. Attractive, Fine through Extremely Fine coins were 
suitable for the earlier pieces, but from the mid 1930s onward all of the pieces had 
to be choice or gem uncirculated. Numerous sets were built and then upgraded in 



the course of this activity, and I learned a lot about grading and eye appeal in the 
course of doing this. Eventually I developed a more long-term goal that required 
me to sell many of the coins I then owned; I had made up my mind to acquire as 
many San Francisco Mint coins as my budget would permit from 1854 to date, 
including the gold issues. While this soon proved to be impractical, the plan had 
its genesis in an exhibit I remembered from the Old San Francisco Mint Museum, 
and I'll have more to say about this next month. 

David W. Lange's column, "USA Coin Album," appears monthly in The 
Numismatist, the official publication of the American Numismatic Association. 
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NGC Grading On-Site at Central 
States 


Posted on 4/15/2009 

Read on for details about NGC's services at the Central States Numismatic 
Society's upcoming convention. 

NGC will offer on-site grading and encapsulating at the Central States Numismatic 
Society's 70th Anniversary Convention in Cincinnati, Ohio, Wednesday, April 29 
(during PNG Day) through Friday, May 1. Please check with NGC show 
representatives for daily submission cut-off times. NGC will be at tables 15-18. 
Please read below for complete details on the services offered during the show: 


Gold Special $50 per coin 

Gold coins valued at $1,500 and under (5 coin 
minimum). 


Value Walkthrough 

$65 per coin 

Coins valued at $1,500 and under. 



Walkthrough 

Coins valued from $1,501 to $100,000. 


$110 per 
coin 


Most coins submitted for on-site grading are returned within 24 to 48 hours. 


S pecial Note: Due to the special handling required, NGC will not accept 
submissions of the following coins at this show for on-site grading or regular 
service submissions to be returned to the NGC offices: 


20th Anniversary Eagles, Early Releases, American Liberty Series, 10th 
Anniversary Platinum Sets 







These submissions must be sent to the NGC offices in Sarasota, Florida, by the 
submitter. 


Other on-site services offered: 


Expedite Walkthrough 


$150 per 
coin 


Guaranteed 4-hour turnaround, coins valued at 
$100,000 and under. 

Coins are returned within four hours or regular show 
pricing applies. 


High-Value Walkthrough 

$200 per 
coin 

4-hour turnaround, coins valued from $100,001 to 

$500,000. 



Unlimited Value Walkthrough 


$500 per 
coin 

4-hour turnaround, coins valued above $500,000. 
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From the NGC Archives: 1864 
Silver Three-Cent Piece 

Posted on 4/15/2009 

This month's feature is an unquestionably rare currency or circulation example, 
made more intriguing by this issue's story 

The silver three-cent piece experienced a checkered career 
that witnessed only limited success. Introduced in 1851 as the 
first subsidiary coin, its bullion value was deliberately set well 
below its face value to permit it to circulate during a temporary 
run-up in the price of silver. To achieve this without making the 
coin impossibly small, its fineness was only .750, as opposed 
to .900 silver for the other coins of this metal. When the weight 
of all the silver issues was reduced in 1853, the three-cent 
piece's fineness was upgraded to .900. 

In 1864, there were no silver coins circulating in most of the 
USA, due to the depreciated value of the federal paper money. 

Thus, the small number (12,000) of trimes coined for 
circulation were simply stored at the Philadelphia Mint, where 
most were later melted. For generations, collectors failed to 
appreciate the rarity of currency strikes, and only in recent 
years have they become highly sought. Though a prooflike 
cameo, this dazzling gem is unquestionably a rare currency 
piece. White at its centers, this gave way to gorgeous peripheral toning of gold, 
magenta and cobalt. 

Are you interested in Three Cent Silver pieces? Click here to visit the NGC Coin 
Encyclopedia and read more. 



Click to enlarge 



Click to enlarge 
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